*8o          Johnsons ODE TO MRS. THRALE.      [Sept.7.
O D A.
Pertneo terras, ubi nuda rupes Saxeas miscet nebulis ruinas, Torva ubi rident sterilcs coloni
Rura labores.
Pervagor gentes, hominum ferorum Vita ubi nullo decorata cultu Squallet informis, tugurique fumis Fceda latescit.
Inter erroris salebrosa longi, Inter ignotas strepitus loquelrc, Quot modis mecum, quid agat, require, Thralia dulcis ?
Seu viri curas pia nupta inulcet, Sen fovet mater sobolem benigna, Sive cum libris novitate pascet
Sedula rnentein;
Sit mcmor nostri, fideique merces, Stet fides constans, meritoque blandum Thralioe discant resonare nomen
Littora Skise, Scriptum in Skia, Sept. 6, 1773'.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7.
Dr. Johnson was much pleased with his entertainment liere. There were many good books in the house: Hector I3oet/iiiis in Latin; Cave's Lives of t/te Fathers; Baker's C/tronicle\ Jeremy Collier's Church History; Dr. Johnson's sma.ll Dictionary; Craufurd's Officers of State, and several
till is region o£ obscurity, and little did you once expect a salutation from this verge of European life. I have now the pleasure of going •vvlicrc nobody goes, and seeing what nobody sees.' Piozsi Letters, i. 120. About fourteen years since, I landed in Sky, with a party of friends, and had the curiosity to ask what was the first idea on every one's mind at landing. All answered separately that it was this Ode. \VALTER SCOTT. 1 See Appendix B.
more: inferiors are addressed. When the chiefs have fitfrs they are denominated by them, as Sir James Grant, Sir Allan AI'Lcan. The other Highland gentlemen, of landed property, arc denominated by their estates, as Rasay, Boisdale; and the wives of all of them have the title of ladies. The tacksnien, or principal tenants, are named by their farms, osKingsburgli, Corrich-atac/iin; and their wives are called the mistress of Kingsburgh, the mistress of Corrichatachin.—Having given this explanation, I am at liberty to use that mode of speech which generally prevails in the Highlands and the Hebrides. Bos WELL.
